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Design: Crossboundaries
Location: Shenzhen, Guangdong Province
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Skypark with Shenzhen skyline as backdrop
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View to Hong Kong over Shenzhen Bay Bridge

CLIENT

Shenzhen Nanshan District
Government Investment Project
Preliminary Work Office

CHIEF ARCHITECT
Binke Lenhardt, DONG Hao

DESIGN TEAM
COMPETITION PHASE:
Tracey Loontjens, GAO Yang,

Libny Pacheco, Aniruddha Mukherjee,

TAN Kebin, Chloris Yu, Alan Chou,
Dahyun Kim, WANG Xudong
DESIGN PHASE:

Alan Chou, TAN Kebin, FANG Ruo,
HAO Hongyi, GAO Yang, David Eng,
XIAO Ewan, WANG Xudong

CO-DESIGN COMPANIES
Beijing Institute of Architectural
Design (Shenzhen Branch),
Shenzhen Boliyang Landscape and
Architectural Design Co., Ltd.

LANDSCAPE & INTERIOR &
SIGNAGE DESIGN
Crossboundaries

TOTAL AREA
77,000 m?

ROOF TOTAL LENGTH
1,200 m

ROOF WIDTH
50-70 m

DESIGN PERIOD
2016.5-2017.7

CONSTRUCTION PERIOD
2018.3-2021.6

PHOTOGRAPHY
BAI Yu

A1TR#: Elevated pedestrian path

Urban parks, as well as spaces for leisure and rec-
reation, are essential components to provide green
infrastructure and to contribute to the well-being
of local communities. One of the areas the Nan-
shan government, Shenzhen had foreseen to be
transformed into a sports and leisure zone, was the
1.2-km-long rooftop of the Southern terminal and
depot building of Shenzhen's Metro Line 2, which
leads to Shekou, a major crossing point to neigh-
boring Hong Kong by ferry, bus, car or train.

The park revitalizes a pre-existing rooftop, cre-
ating a space for sports and leisure, with the Shen-
zhen skyline as the backdrop. It houses a multitude
of outdoor programs, taking advantage of the site’s
height and beautiful surroundings. As a way to give
back to the surrounding neighborhood, the park
connects to buildings on its west side through sky-
bridges, leading in students and sports enthusiasts
on a platform made for them—bringing educational
institutions together with the local community in
a unigue combination of sports and recreational
offers, tied together with the landscape.

A park with a twist: The park’s spatial organiza-
tion follows decisions made towards 3 different user
groups: the general public, the neighboring schools
and sports professionals. Ultimately, the space is
filled with plots of sporting facilities, ranging from
basketball courts and 5-a-side football pitches to
professional level tennis courts with an audience
stand.

A separate walkway for the general public inter-
weaves through the length of the park, with parts
elevated for a better view, people who are simply
looking for a casual stroll can enjoy the atmosphere

without crossing paths with the high energy activi-
ties within.

Ease of access: All entrances and accesses to the
rooftop park are located in direct vicinity to differ-
ent functional areas, whilst preventing unnecessary
interference, reachable via 6 access points in total.

Vertical connections make the North and the
South end directly accessible from the ground
floor, inviting the general public up to the roof.

On the rooftop itself, circulation is facilitated by 3
main paths that occasionally intersect, connect and
“grow” into other functions: leisure path, pedestrian
path and sports path (running/skating). The partial-
ly elevated recreational trail not only integrates the
supporting facilities, but also provides an excellent
place to view competitions, training sessions and to
enjoy the views of the Shenzhen Bay.

Unique way of pathfinding: Inside the park, a sig-
nage system is implemented to help users navigate.
The entire length of the area is divided in 100-m
increments, with signage polls located on each
interval, presenting the current location as well as a
map and description on where different functions
are located. Scattered around the park are also
pieces of urban furniture with marking of distance
and function to help better pinpoint one’s location.

Tasked to develop such a large scaled sports and
recreational park rooftop, Crossboundaries created
an essential meeting point in Shenzhen that en-
hances social and cultural interaction between dif-
ferent groups of Shenzhen’s diverse urban popula-
tion. The project succeeds in fulfilling its educational
mandate and advocates for sports and wellness in
general, in a densely populated urban space.
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