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Neighbourhood Spark: A Star-Shaped Kindergarten in
Qianshajian, Beijing, China, 2022

Crossboundaries

[N 3]
W= bR X ERRA S
%1175 : Crossboundaries, AtLET
Ak kel S
TR : RS, Marijana Simic,
H77, Silvia Campi, FIKAE, iz,
B, AUk, FIEA
HEREAA: 4200m’
HIEA: 4800m’
LTI 2019-2020
w2 TR : 2022

5. R, BRISTE

[Small Designs by Masters 3]

Client: Education Committee of Haidian
District, Beijing

Architect: Crossboundaries, Beijing
Partners in Charge: Binke Lenhardt,
DONG Hao

Design Team: Cynthia Cui, Marijana
Simic, GAN Li, Silvia Campi, Sean YU,
GU Chang, HUANG Biao, HAO Hongyi,
WANG Xudong

Site Area: 4200 m”

Floor Area: 4800 m”

Design Period: 2019-2020

Completion Time: 2022

Photos: YANG Chaoying, CHEN Pengyu
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Ground floor plan

1A HEUER 3-JEHEh/
Public play/activity Auxiliary room

2-EIHRATT 4-IVANIRSS
Classroom Office/service

In early 2019, Crossboundaries was invited
to design a kindergarten on the Fifth and Sixth
Ring Road Area of the rapidly developing Haidian
District in northwest Beijing.

Crossboundaries opted for a solution
that framed the site with a bold and dynamic
appearance to contrast with the sterile
surroundings. The design offered the specific
qualities that correspond to the needs of the
preschool children, providing a positive impact
on the neighbourhood's spatial outlook.

This array of prisms organises the spaces,
establishing iconic relationships with the
changing images of its perimeter. It engages with

the street corner and radiates in all directions,
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Typical plan

5-T7E[A] 7-A0
Bathroom Entrance

6-1[1] 321 8-y
Vertical circulation Storage

breaking the strict south orientation of the
residential buildings, and generating a layout of
classrooms that has the quality of a tree house,
looking out in many directions and receiving
ample daylight.

This is how the form reminiscent of an
asterisk shape was born: a spatial gem that
not only meets the requirements but excels in
its biggest priority - the sunlight. Each arm is
intentionally separated and interconnected with
shifting views, maximising the connections with
its surrounding nature.

Each function is given a separate wing with a
dynamic outline that bulges inwards and outwards.
This design allows for the efficient subdivision of
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Public play/activities Classroom Terrace Vertical circulation Multifunctional room Auxiliary room
HHRE
Atrium
A=
Classroom
= a rather big programme while creating a scale that ~ are no longer traditional long hallways, but are
g:]rf_if;ew appears natural, safe and inspiring. connected by a single circulation hub in the form
S pEeSii
Vertical circulation Each floor features classrooms with generous  of a central atrium.
f’ﬁ; . windows, looking in three directions. The north- This centralised nature of the interior space
erial view
ANFEZR facing divisions serve as auxiliary spaces or  responds well to the needs of young children,

Section of public space
HHEERIZ = Hm

Section of atrium and classroom
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multi-functional rooms. To complete the layout

of the main educational spaces, the classrooms

providing them with an easy sense of orientation

and security.[]
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